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 Dear Brethren,Greetings from the East.   

  
FROM THE EAST for January/February 2021  

Hail and well met, my brothers! 

 

Like many of you, these past 10 months have laid heavy on me. I will admit to just a touch 

of misgivings resulting from all these essential precautions we must all take in the face of 

this punishing pandemic. Coupling that with the recent loss of Brother Glenn, our dear 

Lodge Historian, the political shenanigans playing out before us, the civil unrest from long 

histories of repression and injustice, the dismal grey sameness of the skies around us and 

the shear drudgery of traversing the snow, I was beginning to anxiously yearn for light to 

dispel the gathering gloom. And then, just this past week the sun peeked through… 

 

If you hadn’t already heard, the Grand Master’s recent edict, based on current scientifi-

cally derived recommendations, allows us to once again meet in Lodge. I hope that each of 

you will plan to join in celebration as we come together in brotherhood once again for our 

February Blue Lodge Stated Meeting, starting once again at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of 

the month. 

 

But more than that, the Grand Lodge is planning to reinitiate the degree rituals with the hope that the highest 

degree might be conferred by the individual Lodges! I admit this lifts a heavy personal burden, as I so sympa-

thized with our newest brothers who have thus far been so patient with us while remaining stymied at their ad-

vancement. 

 

Also, for your consideration: At this past on-line Lodge meeting, it was suggested by one of the brothers, that we 

consider continuing to gather on line socially as a Lodge. In support of this, it was noted how enjoyable it was to 

see brothers we might not otherwise see, as for example those from out of state. I am anxious to hear from you 

regarding this exciting option. Should there be sufficient consensus, we could start meeting online perhaps every 

fourth Tuesday of the months when no rituals are planned. Please feel free to contact me with your thoughts. 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

Worshipful Master Joel Friedman 
 

 

From The EAST!       
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Zoom Stated Meeting! 

My awesome uncle   Glenn D Kiecker passed away and is in heaven.  

 

Glenn helped me with my science fair project in high school. It was one of my most favorite 

memories! We were down at the U of MN campus by the Mississippi River taking samples of 

the water. After we were done, I saw what I thought was two dogs. My uncle giggled and said 

put your glasses on...as they got closer....SEWER RATS! Very LARGE sewer rats running 

after us! I screamed and we went running up the stairs! I was screaming up an endless set of 

stairs & my uncle laughing & giggling away, stopping every few steps to catch his breath to 

laugh at me some more.  

Glenn liked to act and when my Mom had 4th of July boat parades he participated. We were 

Noah’s Ark and Glenn played Noah with his beard and all. We also were the Wizard of Oz and 

he made a great wizard. But NOAH (aka Glenn) had never been on a jet ski, so I took Noah jet 

skiing and the looks we got were priceless! He giggled the whole time! I was dressed as a gorilla, so you can imagine 

the looks we received.  

 

He was kind enough to let me live with him for a bit. And my favorite part is we would share Roma pizzas when they 

still had the ‘good’ sauce....on a good night we had two. Glenn said they were such thin crust, we need another one!  

Perkins with Glenn is Jadyn’s favorite memory. She got to eat the big kid meal when we went with Glenn!  

 

When my sister, Tiffany, was getting married our super cool Aunt, Darlene, was very sick with cancer & didn’t think 

she’d make it long enough to go to the wedding. So Glenn drove her out and had Tiffany try on her dress. It was one of 

my very favorite days! Blessed! 

 

Tiffany was also Little Miss Farmfest and Glenn ran the whole thing. Tiffany got to meet Loretta Lynn and I got to 

have cotton candy...Glenn gave treats while he worked.  

I truly miss his philosophical and spiritual texts late at night that made a person stop and think...but I saved the mes-

sage I missed when he called and said how much he loved us. 

The last line of his obituary says it all! 

And the dust returns to the ground it came from and the spirit returns to the God who gave it  

 

—Melissa Young, Brother Glenn’s Niece 

Who Is Who At Cataract No.2 
Brother Glenn DeWayne Kiecker   June 17, 1943-January 4, 2021 

Editor’s note:  I saw Melissa’s post on Facebook about Brother Glenn and thought you might enjoy another side of him. 
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Greetings from the West, 

  

The working tools of a Mason generally remind us of our obligations to Deity and to man-

kind.  There is one working tool, however, that focuses solely on a Mason’s quest to improve him-

self.  That is the common gavel of the Entered Apprentice degree.  The common gavel reminds us 

to divest our minds and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life.  What exactly does that 

mean for the modern Mason? 

  

“Vices,” does not necessarily mean gambling, drink and wickedness, which is the most commonly understood definition to-

day.  The term can also represent a failing, defect, or shortcoming, especially from a moral perspective.  In a sense, it means 

falling short of the ideal. 

  

The term “superfluity” refers to an unneeded excess or surplus, often in in the context of how one lives.  In essence, it can 

mean overindulgence in one’s passions, desires, or even simply worrying about matters that are really trivial in the grand 

scheme of things.     

The Mason can think of vices and superfluities as the corners of rough stones.  Think of them as the bumpy surfaces of the 

rough ashlar displayed in the Lodge near the Worshipful Master in the East.  The common gavel reminds us of the need to 

look within, to recognize our shortcomings and excesses, and then strive to break off those corners of our spiritual rough 

stones.  

We have all heard the Masonic motto “Making good men better.” For the speculative Mason there is no working tool more 

important for achieving this goal than the common gavel.  In a world where moral failings are too often promoted as virtues 

and overindulgence is seen as a status symbol, the common gavel helps remind us that to improve ourselves in Masonry it is 

necessary to break off those rough corners within ourselves and focus on what is really important in this life and the next.  

  

Thanks,    

Fraternally,    Paul Hodnefield Senior Warden 

Greetings from the South, 
 

As a man in his thirties I see the life I have built so far.  I realize that I owe everything that I 

have to the generations that proceed me.  It is also very apparent to me that eventually I will 

become responsible for carrying everything I have been taught to the next generation.  You 

spend your whole life living up to your elders only to realize what a burden all of that respon-

sibility can be.  It makes me appreciate my mentors even more and reminds me to not be over 

zealous.  In Masonry, I consider myself very lucky to learn from leadership that run our or-

ganization seemingly so effortlessly.  I could go on and on naming the individuals who are shining examples 

of this, however I think you know who you are.  Take 

pride in knowing that everything all of you do does not 

go unnoticed.    

 

Fraternally yours,   Andrew Hall, Junior Warden  

From The West 

From The South 

 

Brethren of Cataract Lodge,  
Join your Brethren and our Officers of Cataract Lodge 

for a unique on line social gathering, celebrating …  what 

the heck, we don’t need a reason to celebrate.  Let’s get 

together, check in with your Brothers from Cataract 

Lodge and engage in some good old fashioned “ … 

friendly and social intercourse …”   

This is not a Tyled meeting so we will not conduct any 

Lodge business - other than to check in on each other and 

have a good time!!  

Join us!!!  

Our gathering will be via the Zoom on line meet-

ing application.  Join us if you can.  

Topic: Cataract Lodge Social Hour - Zoom Meeting 

Time: Feb 23, 2021 07:00 PM Central Time (US and 

Canada) 

Contact Dave Kampf    612 964-4211 

davek@windridgesystems.com Or Lee (see back page) 
      For  Zoom Application and Sign on information 



Cataract Lodge Officers 

Worshipful Master- 

      Joel Friedman   kaaless@comcast.net 

Senior Warden-  

 Paul Hodnefeld  phod@goldengate.net  

 Junior Warden- 

      Andrew Hall  andrewfrandsen_2@yahoo.com 

Senior Deacon- 

 Aaron Cooney comatoast85@gmail.com 

 Junior Deacon-  

 Dominic Hanzely thedahm@gmail.com 

 Senior Steward- 

       Jeffrey Nielsen    jsnielsen56@gmail.com 

Junior Steward-     

    

Tyler-     

      Pat Carver   Pcarver@pcbackup.us  

Secretary- 

       Doug Campbell  cataractlodge@qwestoffice.net 

Lodge Education Officer- 

       Mark Campbell   markacampbell@gmail.com 

Treasurer- 

      Dave Kampf     davek@windridgesystems.com 

Chaplain- 

      Robert Selden    rjselden@comcast.net  

Marshal- 

      Terry Henthorn tlhenthorn@gmail.com      

Postal address & phone updates should be sent to  Douglas Campbell, Secre-
tary at cataractlodge@qwestoffice.ne[o34567 

tor by phone at (612) 281-2184 (cell) 

Please send me email updates,  information (including Appendant News), 
articles and announcements for the Newsletter at  

Lee Love togeika@gmail.com   


